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Development -driven or Policy -shaped Fertility Decline :
An Analysis of the Two -child Program in Yicheng County
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Abstract: Over the last three decades, China’s fertility has declined consistently and substantially
to the below - replacement level. Main forces shaping such fertility change and their impacts on the ad-
justment of population - control policy have been debated in academic circles. Based on a careful study
of a venerable two - child program in Yicheng County, which has been perceived as an unique case of
birth - control experiment for almost thirty years, this paper demonstrates that the Yicheng program is

n “adapted and adjusted” but tenacious continuity from the national population control process in
terms of the timing of marriage, the number of children, and the childbearing interval. Fertility out-
comes in Yicheng are largely a function of birth rationing, even though socioeconomic developments are
given as part of the mixture of explanations for fertility decline.
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Table 1 Transformation from a Voluntary Family Planning Program into a Mandatory Birth — control Policy (1970 — 1982)
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Table 4 Selected Indicators on Not Meeting Birth — control Requirements %
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Table 5  Results of the OLS Regression Models, 1949 -2011
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