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HISTORICAL RESEARCH NO. 5, 2016

of population from Sichuan and Yunnan to the Jiaodong Peninsula was not spontaneous. Moving
the supporters of the Ming Yuzhen regime from Sichuan to foreign territory was part of Zhu
Yuanzhang’ s strategic arrangements for eliminating oppositional powers. The popular local leg-
end among the descendants of the migrants that their ancestors came from the Tieduijiu (Iron

Pestle) was indeed a vestige of the autocratic system.

The Nature of Mortgages on Agricultural Land and the Rights and Interests Involved: A Comparative
Study of the Qing and the Song Long Denggao, Wen Fangfang and Qiu Yongzhi (54)

The Song dynasty regulation that “mortgagors must leave their properties” (dian xu li ye)
indicates the principle underlying mortgaging, but the diversification of its derivative rights and
interests led to some ambiguity. For example, in the Song dynasty, the practice of the mortgagee
renting the property in question to the mortgagor was not approved, but in the Qing dynasty, the
practice was widespread, giving rise to the mistaken apprehension that “rent and interest cancel
each other out.” The fact that the mortgagee could choose whether to make a profit from operat-
ing the land, investing in it, or realizing future earnings shows that land owners, mortgagees,
and tenants could build shared land rights based on market transactions. The differences in the
content of mortgage rights at different times are reflected in government regulations. In the Song
dynasty, someone mortgaging agricultural land had to go to an official to get a formal contract
(hetongqi) , settle the land tax, and pay a transaction charge. In the mid-and late Qing, the gov-
ernment remitted the transaction tax and ceased to require the land tax settlement process; the
contract generally took the form of a single land title, making it easier to mortgage agricultural
land. The distinctive features of all these processes show that as mortgage rights developed, the
rules for transactions and their recognition by society underwent a complex process of change.
Historical comparisons can help us grasp the principles and diverse forms of mortgage rights and

give us a more comprehensive picture of traditional China’ s land rights and transaction forms.

Late Qing Adjustments to the Disposition of Military Industry after the 1894-95 Sino-Japanese War .
A Case Study of the Relocation of the Jiangnan Arsenal Yuan Weipeng (71)

After the First Sino-Japanese War in 1894-95, the Qing government embarked on a three-
stage adjustment of the spatial distribution of its military industry. At the initial stage, for secur-
ity reasons, the government urged that the Jiangnan Arsenal (Jiangnan zhizaoju ) move from
coastal areas to the hinterland and be dispersed over a wide area. Around the time of the Boxer
Rising, increasing military tension meant that the government had to allow the Jiangnan Arsenal
to continue running and expand production in its existing location in order to ensure supply. Fi-
nally, in the last stage, the government tried to coordinate the distribution of military industries
across the country, focusing on the development of a number of key military sites to improve effi-
ciency and centralize power. Late Qing military industry, launched under the auspices of regional
governors, had many problems; however, the decline of government authority and limited finan-
cial resources, coupled with political turmoil and social unrest, meant that the scheme for coordi-
nation of military industry did not get off the ground. The plan for the Jiangnan Arsenal’ s relo-
cation to the hinterland was repeatedly put forward after the First Sino-Japanese War, but was
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repeatedly shelved; in the end, it was never put into effect.

Reflecting on the Backward Transmission of an Advanced Manufacturing Technology: A Case Study
of the Historical Documentation on Chuanjiang Wooden Boats Lan Yong (89)

Technological transmission can be divided into standard transmission and empirical transmis-
sion. In the West, the standard transmission of wooden boat technology began in the 16th centu-
ry, but in China, the technology of manufacturing Chuanjiang wooden boats was always trans-
mitted empirically. We sum up the huge contrast between the advanced manufacturing technology
of Chuanjiang wooden boats and the backwardness of this technology’ s mode of transmission in
the concept of “the Chuanjiang case,” with a view to facilitating thinking about the transmission
of traditional Chinese technology. The boats’ advanced manufacture is inseparable from their dis-
tinctive river setting, with its relatively high level of economic development, but the reasons for
the backwardness of technical transmission are more complex. This article indicates that the twin
problems of “weak textualization” and “weak textual accuracy” affected the transmission of tech-
nology in the Chuanjiang case. The traditional literature conveying Chinese manufacturing tech-
nology involved subjective summaries of a culture oriented toward success in work rather than
manufacturing blueprints. The impressionistic perceptual and artistry of traditional Chinese draw-
ings is an important reason for the “weak textual accuracy” of the documentation on traditional
Chinese wooden boats. On the one hand, the social traditions of the Sichuan region emphasized
ethical studies at the expense of technological application; handicraft industry was small-scale and
not intensive; and there was little state intervention. On the other, the uniqueness of the technol-
ogy and its regional function not only deprived the wooden boats of the subjective demands and
objective necessity for textualization within the region, but also weakened their influence outside
the region. This left the Chuanjiang wooden boats in a state of “aphasia” during the national
process of textualizing wooden boat technology. These two sets of reasons underlay the “weak

textualization” of Chuanjiang wooden boat technology.

The Chinese Intelligentsia between the May Thirtieth Movement and the March Eighteenth Move-
ment. Centered on Beijing and Shanghai Zheng Shiqu (109)

The period between the May Thirtieth Movement of 1925 and the March Eighteenth Movement of
1926 formed the prelude to the Chinese National Revolution. These movements involved not just
students but a broad swathe of the Chinese population in social and political activity. The intelligentsia—
mainly made up of the press and educational circles—were highly influential in Chinese society, and their
role was decisive. Briefly stunned into passivity, the press rapidly moved to a fervor of indignation, thro-
wing itself behind the movements and providing a key forum for public opinion on the Chinese struggle.
The immature students were no match for the intelligentsia in terms of level of cultivation, social posi-
tion, organizational skills, personal connections and experience of the world, so the latter played
a uniquely important role in these movements. This was especially evident in the changing envi-
ronment of the March Eighteenth Movement following the disintegration of the united front. The
internal divisions within the intelligentsia at the time indicate that the historical scene was under-
going a profound transformation from external concerns to domestic inquisitions, leading to the
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