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China’s Rural Collective Land System: The Institutional Change from

Production Quotas to Confirming Rights to the Household
Hou Jihu

Abstract: The subject status of peasant collective land ownership of the villagers’ group

arises from the original production team’s subject status as the rights owner, which was

first enacted on February 13, 1962, in the “Instructions of the Central Committee of

the Communist Party of China on the Issue of Changing the Basic Accounting Unit of the

Rural People’s Communes” . The subject status of peasant collective land ownership of

the groups disappeared in the process of production quotas and existed in name only

when the household contracted responsibility system was established. Lack of legal pro-

visions and confusion in reality have seriously affected the development of agricultural

market economy and the advancement of agricultural modernization. This paper suggests

that confirmation and registration of rights to the household should be taken as a good

opportunity, so as to confirm rights to the household the farmer’s contractual operation

of arable land and to build an innovative three-level ownership system of rural collective

land that involves ownerships by the farmers’ collective of the town, by the farmers’

collective of the village and by the rural household collective. This method is valid in both

theory and practice.

Keywords: the villagers’ group; collective land ownership; production quotas; confirming

rights to the household
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