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Criteria of the Model: A Study on the Criteria of Model
Farmer Cooperatives in China

Wang Jingpei Ren Dapeng

Abstract  Criteria of the model farmer cooperatives are key to show the expected development trend of farmer cooperatives
in China. The Government provides a set of criteria which are called “document criteria” in the study to select model
farmer cooperatives in China. Whereas these criteria are only partly obeyed when implemented in different provinces. The
variations of the document criteria are called “implemented criteria” in this research. Based on the investigation of model
farmer cooperatives around China the author analyzed the relationship between document criteria and implemented criteria
and the real role of the document criteria in governance. It shows that the document criteria are carried out by distributing
quota of model farmer cooperatives to different regions and are regarded as an efficient policy instrument by government offi—
cials. The implemented criteria which gain their legitimacy in public as well contribute to achieving the goal of document
criteria rather than ruin it.
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