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Educational Level, Intergeneration Relation and Multiple Factors of the
Evolution of Family Farm
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Abstract: By using data of 1436 family farms collected from 31 provinces in China, this paper examines and
explains the relation between the farm operators’ characteristics and farms’ characteristics. This study shows that
farmer’s education has a positive effect on farm size, normalization of land trades, rent affordability, quantity of
production materials, mechanization, proper use of fertilizer and chemicals and future intention to adjust the scale.
Being compared with the older, younger farmers tend to run more land which means they would transfer in more
farmland, have written contracts instead of oral ones and own more production materials and machines and borrow
money to develop their farms, which mainly comes from formal financial institutions. The Younger farmers are, the
more likely they adjust the land scale in the future. The study also finds that, farm operators, whose registered
permanent residences are further away with the village farms locating in, are more likely to run more farmland with
higher rent and longer lease; the reasonable land scale in their eyes is larger. Besides, the reasonable land scale in
female farm operators’ eyes is larger in male ones’, and they held the land scale unchangeable in disproportionately
high numbers.

Key words: development of family farm, management scale of family farm, issues of concerning “agriculture, rural
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