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Administrative Hierarchy and Reason of Big City Congestion

——City Population Growth Breaks through Hukou Restrictions
NIAN Meng (Rurual Development Institute, CASS, Beijing 100732)
WANG Yao (Institute of Chinese Borderland Studies, CASS, Beijing 100005)

Abstract: In this article, we analyze the main reason of big cities congestion and invalid hukou restriction on
optimizing scale and structure of cities from the perspective of administrative hierarchy institution. The result
shows that the higher the administrative hierarchy, the faster is the population growth, because most of
resource allocates to higher administrative hierarchy city. Under this circumstances, the hukou restriction
system collapses. Finally, we suggest the direction of urbanization should be in view of multi-aspects, including
implementation of administrative reform, breaking the current resource allocation system, reducing levels of
administration hierarchy and building a fair play environment for urban development.
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