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An Evaluation of the Effectiveness of the Central Government
No. 1 Document Concerning the Appearance of Villages

WANG Chang-hai
(Rural Development Institute, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: The fact that Chinese central government has continuously released No.1 document of the so-
called “three issues concerning rural areas”, namely, agriculture, rural areas and farmers, demonstrates the
importance of the “three issues concerning rural areas” in current China. This study is based on the statistics
concerning the improvement of the village appearance provided by the Office of Rural Area Issues from 18
provinces and the statistics of questionnaires concerning the villager’ s satisfaction with the policy filled by
506 farmer households. The statistics demonstrate that 86% of the villagers are satisfied with the policy. This
indicates that central government’ s No.l document has been effectively implemented. However, there are
still some problems need to be considered by the local government. This study put forwards several sugges-
tions to solve these problems. The central government should cut down or even abolish the requirement of
the supporting fund from the local government; basic-level governments should have deep contact with farm-
ers to publicize the policy; governments at different levels should develop a system to arouse farmers’ inter-
est in taking part in the projects of public welfare.

Keywords: Central government; village appearance; agriculture; rural areas; farmers
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