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Discussion on Comprehensive Transformation of

Chinese Rural Development. Challenges and Solutions

Wei Houkai Liu Tongshan

Abstract: Presently, China is on the threshold of comprehensive transformation in
rural areas. While China’ rural development is well-prepared for this transformation, it
is accompanied by eight periodical challenges: (1) agricultural competitiveness is seri-
ously impaired by a high production cost; (2) agricultural mechanization is in urgent
need of transformation and upgrading; (3) the problem of “Who will cultivate the land”
remains to be solved; (4) large-scale farming operations face great challenges; (5) farmers’
income growth becomes increasingly difficult; (6) rural resources and assets are wasted
seriously; (7) the need for improvement for rural ecological environment is pressing;
(8) new forms of rural governance need to be investigated and explored. Furthermore,
there are some factors from the perspectives of the ideological understanding, system
and mechanisms, and laws and policies impeding the rural comprehensive transformation and
restricting its vitality. Therefore, in order to stimulate new engine for rural development and
promote rural overall prosperity, a comprehensive and integral innovation strategy be-
come necessary, which includes five main aspects such as increasing rural resource
asset fluidity, undertaking a comprehensive reform of rural collective property right
system, accelerating the establishment of new agricultural management system, ad-
vancing the supply-side structural reform in agriculture and improving agricultural sup-
port and protection policies

Key words: rural comprehensive transformation, periodical challenges, reform measures
Author(s) : Wei Houkai, Research Fellow and Director of Rural Development Institute,
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences; Liu Tongshan, Research Assistant of Rural De-
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