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Challenges Confronting Chinese Population Development

in the 13th Five-Year Plan Period and Counter Measures
ZHANG Ju-wei, LIN Bao
Abstract: In the 12th five-year plan period, total population in China grows at a low speed but population ageing
develops very fast. Based on population forecast, Chinese total population will reach the peak in 2026 and then begin to
decrease. Until 2050, the working-age population and its share in the total population will keep decreasing while the
population ageing will develop at a rather high speed in the world. In the 13th five-year plan period, Chinese population
development will face many challenges such as unbalanced population structure, decreasing labor supply, quickly growing
demand for elderly services and transition of the urbanization etc. In order to meet these challenges, it’s necessary to
cancel birth control on the second child, to transform the economic development mode and develop human resources, to
vigorously develop elderly services and promote the new-type urbanization.
Key words: population ageing; family planning policy; economic development mode; elderly services; new-type ur-
banization
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