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Influences of Couples' Educational Assortative Mating on the Quality of Their Marriages
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Abstract: In many modern societies, couples' educational assortative mating have been considered an important basis upon which to
construct marital relationships. The influence of this consideration has increasingly overshadowed traditional marriage criteria of
matching status and wealth. Would the increase of couples' educational assortative mating play a positive role in improving the quality
of marriages and promoting harmonious marital relationships? This study investigates the relevance of couples' educational assortative
mating to the quality of marriages in the past two decades in China based on findings from the National Surveys on the Status of Chi-
nese Women in 1990 and 2010. It is found that the couple's comparable educational achievements help the couple reach a common un-
derstanding of the state of their harmonious marital relationship. In contrast, couples who have incomparable levels of educational
achievements tend to report having less harmonious marital relationships. The partner who has higher education tends to report having
less harmonious marital life and greater likelihood of experiencing domestic violence, while the other partner reports contrarily. These
different perceptions between couples of incomparable educational achievements have unequally affected the quality of their marriages.

It is thus recommendable to pay attention to these different effects in order to promote stable and quality marital relationships in society.

1979- o N N

* “ v 10@ZH020

“ ’ " RKSCX2014005 o
24



20

®
[1}(PP733- 770)[2(PP337- 366)[3](PP15- 32)[4|(PP621- 646) 1
[51(PP264- 283)[6](PP73- 79)[7)(PP122- 136)[8](PP10G- 129)[9](PP18- 30)[10](PP39- 47) 2000
o N
20 30 2
® 20
2000 m,
3
Y o
[4J10][1 1](PP141- 168)

(e}

“ ”

o
Y N (e} 1
o o
[14)(PP10- 30)
o
o
o o 2
[12](PP42-48)
o
[13]®P7- 12)
[15][16]
o
[17](PP63- 72)[18]
N
(PPO40- 9SO)19)PP3- 13)20(PP1083- 1086) 3
o
[21}PP109- 125)22)PP144- 159)23]
o (e}
1990-2010
20 °
o
“ ”
o 1.
@ o
@ ‘@ 9 N

25



[32](PP93- 98)[33](PP42- 54)

[24](PP77- 87)[25] [34](PP216- 218)
N (e} N
(PP77- 85)26PP28- 35)
o
[13]21]27)PP104- 109)28)PP81- 91)29)PP26- 48)
o
[35](PP407- 412) 36]
Y N
(PP39-43)
o o
N
o e}
Y Y Y
(e}
o
[13]
“ ”
28] 221301311
o o
“ 2
“ ”
o
N
o o
2. o
N
31] “
Y o
[12]22]23]30]31(PP105- 112) ” ”
o
N Y
4
”
[22] [37)(PP134- 152)38](PP75- 81)
o Y (e}
Y N o
[12]
o N N N
Y N
Y
[22]123][30]
o (e}
(e} N
(e} Y Y N
Y e}
o N
[28]
o
Y Y

26



136]
o

1
2
3
1990
2000 2010
®o
18- 64 o
®
2013 (
@ “ ’”
” 2&& " 3‘( ” 4‘&

N

1
95%
1/4
2 5
1/4
(
?
5 «

1
@O
2
2010
)
2006.

5

" C

27



1990

2000

2010

(N=9052) (N=10577) (N=7421) (N=9205) (N=10523) (N=11501)

18-29
30-39
40- 49
50- 59
60- 64

20
20-29
30

20.1
36.4
232
14.4
6.0

35.1
333
23.1
8.4
49.8
96.0

9.0
84.8
6.3

55.7

24.5
9.6
8.8
1.4

57.2

25.7
13.8
33

553
44.7

26.2
36.5
20.7
12.9
3.8

51.8
27.0
17.8
3.4
49.8
95.9

23.2
75.7
1.1

54.6

259
9.0
9.1
1.4

55.0

26.6
15.5
2.9

53.2
46.8

12.4
36.8
28.8
16.3
5.7

25.1
40.5
23.7
10.7
50.1
97.2

3.8
90.2
6.0

50.0

28.5
8.5
11.2
1.8

65.0

23.0
8.5
3.6

555
44.5

15.0
385
27.5
13.9
5.1

41.5
33.7
18.9
59
50.0
96.6

13.2
85.7
1.1

50.2

28.6
8.4

11.3
1.4

61.4

24.4

12.3
1.9

55.5
445

7.9
24.8
32.1
26.0

9.2

22.5
38.9
23.5
15.2
50.5
96.9

2.9
89.5
7.6

52.5

259
7.3
12.2
2.2

64.9

22.9
9.0
32

44.0
56.0

11.1
27.5
325
223
6.6

33.0
353
20.0
11.7
51.9
96.8

8.9
89.5
1.6

52.2

26.1
7.1
12.4
2.2

61.0

25.1
11.2
2.8

46.6
534

28

0
2
B8]
2010
2010
logit



o o
N
o
N N
Y N N Y 2
“ ”
o

1990 2000 2010

07“ »”

0= 7 1 2

1:‘; ’” « ”

113 ” 2010
87.9%:

29



”»

3 “ logit Odds Ratio
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