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Abstract: Single parent families( SPFs) are an important form of family institution. The number of SPFs has been
declining since 1982. This is mainly due to a decline in the phenomena of spouses living separately due to job al-
lotments under a planned economy. Among all SPFs, the predominant proportion was this form of spouses living
separately due to job allotment. Widows and widowers ranked 2", divorcees ranked 3", and the unmarried
ranked 4". The proportion of divorce-led SPFs increased dramatically between 1982 and 2000. In contemporary
China, most SPFs are female led. This is because the SPF is mainly caused by economic and household regis-
tration control ( e.g. the male spouse going out to work in a different locality) , rather than by the termination of

family relations because of death, or by the break up of the family because of divorce.
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(%)

1982
¢ )
29 1.81 68.17 19.14 10.88 10.88 97.49 1.79 0.64
30—39 2.55 33.35 46.33 17.77 17.77 94.66 4.66 0.62
40—49 3.39 14.39 69.38 12.84 12.84 76.04 22.99 0.85
50—59 1.58 8.85 82.37 7.19 7.19 29.66 69.17 1.01
60—69 0.90 6.58 88.42 4.09 4.09 7.62 91.68 0.59
70 0.71 5.29 92.25 1.75 1.75 2.46 97.24 0.21
2.00 15.08 73.69 9.22 9.22 68.21 30.98 0.71
() 47.11 42.48 54.21 45.68 45.68 36.75 57.87 43.10
1990
29 2.81 53.51 21.17 22.52 0.12 95.60 3.01 1.26
30—39 6.40 30.40 39.31 23.90 0.05 90.37 7.71 1.87
40—49 5.59 21.66 54.73 18.02 0.12 76.97 21.32 1.58
50—59 341 12.39 75.75 8.45 0.09 29.68 69.18 1.04
60—69 1.23 7.14 87.42 4.20 0.05 8.23 91.33 0.39
70 0.72 491 92.43 1.95 0.05 2.61 97.10 0.24
3.84 18.00 65.37 12.79 0.09 62.06 36.56 1.29
( ) 45.11 43.07 54.74 43.30 42.46 37.77 58.81 40.50
2000
29 0.80 73.09 7.63 18.47 0.00 96.29 2.61 1.10
30—39 0.72 58.57 17.61 23.11 0.00 88.87 8.82 2.31
40—49 4.45 30.94 42.34 22.26 0.00 60.66 36.52 2.81
50—59 8.00 17.58 60.24 14.18 0.00 28.10 69.37 2.52
60—69 3.80 11.39 79.02 5.79 0.00 9.89 89.67 0.44
70 1.06 6.61 90.48 1.85 0.10 5.36 94.03 0.51
3.60 33.99 45.26 17.15 0.06 59.29 38.73 1.92
() 50.79 39.53 55.21 42.19 36.90 59.25 4211
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1982 ( %)
(
25 27.22 38.60 22.41 11.33 0.01 0.44
30 29.34 48.30 17.80 4.25 0.02 0.30
35 31.36 45.02 20.39 3.06 0.02 0.15
40 48.45 35.03 12.79 3.52 0.04 0.17
45 72.98 22.28 3.76 0.95 0.04
50 89.06 9.55 1.13 0.25 0.01
25 48.71 36.82 11.43 3.00 0.00 0.03
30 51.52 40.34 7.08 1.01 0.00 0.03
35 54.70 36.17 8.15 0.89 0.01 0.08
40 70.76 23.91 4.30 0.92 0.01 0.10
45 85.78 12.72 1.15 0.29 0.01 0.05
50 92.67 6.74 0.49 0.09 0.00 0.01
, : , 6—8
2000 :
, ()
: 1982
1990 2000
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2000 ( %)
()
25 204 | 110 | 4278 | 4682 @ 4710 322 156 | 092 | 037
30 316 | 130 | 4542 | 49.88 @ 4491 302 111 | 102 | 005
35 414 | 207 | 3881 | 4502 4543 774 104 | 072 | 005
40 711 | 315 | 4710 | 57.36 3245 902 099 | 012 | 0.06
45 1264 | 445 | 5602 | 7311 2166 433 078 | 012
50 2009 | 570 | 5683 | 8262 1520 163 = 027 | 027
25 334 | 104 | 3631 | 4069 5353 336 143 | 088 | 0.2
30 296 | 113 | 3877 | 428 | 5177 369 080 | 073 | 0.15
35 323 | 144 | 3280 | 3747 @ 5140 959 087 | 055 | 0.1
40 585 | 272 | 4157 | 5014 3682 1164 092 | 041 | 0.06
45 864 | 374 | 5266 | 6504 2853 516 087 | 034 | 005
50 1305 | 379 | 5898 | 7582 2063 239 089 | 024 | 003
)
1982 1990 2000

2.09 2.52 2.06 2.49 2.05 2.33

2.67 3.50 2.46 2.92 247 2.60

2.44 255

3.15 2.90 2.82 2.62 2.49 2.44

2.48 2.58 2.42 2.42 2.30 217

2.96 3.32 2.65 2.80 243 251

11982 1990

1982 32.04%

67.96%, 1990 37.10%  62.90%), 2000

49.25% 50.75%

|
135



2008/05

1982 1990 5.01%
11.11%  11.96%, 2000 2000 14
18.46% 3.19%, 15—19 6.20%, 20—24 15.74%,
1982 , 25 74.87%, 33.79
, 96.18%  3.82%
14 0.4%, 15—19 9.37%, 20— ()
24 17.93%,25 72.30% , ,
32.19 94.99%, 45 ,
(%)
1982 1990 2000
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36.87 31.60 31.80 33.69|32.22 31.37 29.15 |33.04 30.10
()
1982 1990 2000
()
20—24 130 126 142 | 134 128 126 138 | 1.34 117 115 | 0.94 | 0.92
25—29 185 176 205 | 191 157 153 181 | 175 141 137 | 1.32 | 1.29
30—34 269 253 305 278 202 195 229 | 220 181 178 | 177 | 1.73
35—39 353 327 415 368 250 241 274 | 260 221 215 | 216 | 2.12
40—44 429 386 510 | 435 314 299 345 | 323 248 242 | 241 | 2.35
45—49 508 430 595 486 400 372 442 | 403 278 269 | 2.68 | 2.60
50—54 569 445 642 500 490 439 529 | 472 324 3.08 | 301 | 2.89
55—59 588 428 650 483 | 555 485 593 | 520
60 601 414 652 | 466 572 483 6.1 | 526
354 301 396 336 294 270 289 | 269 213 207 | 205 | 2.00
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( %)

1982 1990 2000
()
0-4 52.37 47.63 109.97 52.79 47.21 111.84 56.86 43.14 131.83
5-9 52.00 48.00 108.34 53.10 46.90 113.23 55.34 44.66 123.91
10- 14 52.33 47.67 109.78 52.72 47.28 111.49 52.41 47.59 110.12
15-19 52.55 47.45 110.76 54.29 45.71 118.79 55.39 44 .61 124.14
20-24 65.44 34.56 189.38 65.82 34.18 192.57 68.90 31.10 221.52
25-29 90.49 9.51 951.24 87.25 12.75 684.29 88.27 11.73 752.83
30 96.53 3.47 2781.77 | 95.47 4,53 2107.49 94.28 5.72 1648.33
1990
(
20-24 108.28 108.94
25-29 114.09 110.45
30- 34 112.90 109.87
35-39 109.42 107.17
40- 44 106.35 104.55
45- 49 104.07 104.13
50 105.83 105.95
64 N 49 ), , (
, )
, 20 )
25 30
35 ( )
, 1982
, 12.46% 16.42% 10.93% , 1990 6.48%
108.04, 114.14, 102.75 7.87% 7.73% , 2000 5.16% 5.53%
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1990 , 2000
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1982 1990 2000
1 96.17 | 96.99 | 88.89 | 9581 | 91.96 | 88.06 & 9245 | 9322 | 8154
2 383 301 | 1111 | 419 | 804 | 1194 | 755 = 678  18.46
()
1982 1990 2000
4251 39.92 45.19 44.70 44.20 46.93 45.46 42,66 46.35
13.37 11.63 13.38 16.22 14.68 15.56 17.52 14.87 16.25
2 , 1990
, 2000 :
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()
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( %)

1982 1990 2000
0.94/0.14|0.52|0.07|2.00|0.10/0.35|0.17 | 2.50| 0.11 | 3.83| 0.09 0.46 | 0.06 | 1.78|0.00 3.510.01
49.34(74.71/62.49/81.91/15.08|68.2154.75/60.88|38.28/66.89|18.00,62.06/43.27|52.27/52.89 63.96/34.03 59.31
40.20/22.98/29.46/16.56/73.6930.9827.22/30.40 46.31 29.98 65.37|36.56 26.31 29.79 25.04/26.9545.30 38.75
9.51|2.16|7.53| 1.46 | 9.22|0.71 [17.67| 8.55 |12.90 3.02 12.79 1.29 29.97/17.88120.30 9.09 17.16 1.92
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1982 ( %)

¢ )
25 10.16 27.67 37.83 4421 16.46 0.06 1.44
30 11.88 41.20 53.08 36.42 9.02 0.04 1.44
35 15.20 39.93 55.13 30.71 11.35 0.15 2.66
40 24.55 40.44 64.99 20.66 10.56 0.31 3.47
45 4213 35.22 77.35 12.44 6.99 0.27 2.96
50 59.73 2541 85.14 7.80 4.75 0.26 2.04
25 14.01 24.97 38.98 45.18 14.80 0.01 1.03
30 14.16 34.53 48.69 39.92 9.90 0.08 141
35 15.96 35.82 51.78 29.42 15.21 0.21 3.37
40 23.12 38.71 61.83 20.85 12.13 0.33 4.85
45 40.87 36.15 77.02 12.28 6.89 0.23 3.58
50 61.64 25.59 87.23 6.84 3.66 0.27 2.01
, 10.69%
2000
, 25—35
, 30 13.11 ;
()
, 2000 , 1982
, 1982 2.16% 2000
17.88%
15.51%, 2.6%, , 2000 1982
15.47%, 3.87% ,
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2000

(
25 1.39 10.19 | 44.44 | 56.02 | 19.44 | 10.65 | 12.04 1.85
30 1.06 9.94 3742 | 4841 | 23.04 6.55 15.01 6.77 0.21
35 1.47 0.82 8.16 35.89 | 46.33 | 28.38 7.34 12.40 5.55
40 2.16 0.78 13.33 | 36.47 | 52.75 | 33.14 6.47 5.69 1.76 0.20
45 6.64 1.66 2469 | 4232 | 7531 | 10.58 6.22 6.43 1.45
50 7.55 0.36 32.01 | 3345 | 73.38 9.35 9.71 6.12 1.44
25 1.34 0.18 13.20 | 4555 | 60.27 | 16.57 9.97 10.09 2.92 0.18
30 121 0.21 13.50 | 46.60 | 6152 | 17.38 7.27 9.52 4.04 0.26
35 1.06 0.35 11.02 | 39.70 | 52.13 | 28.85 6.30 8.85 3.56 0.29
40 2.32 0.73 1569 | 36.38 | 55.12 @ 30.74 6.37 5.83 1.76 0.17
45 3.95 1.59 2533 | 4405 | 7492 | 1182 6.50 5.20 1.43 0.13
50 5.49 1.10 32.29 | 3501 | 73.89 9.31 9.96 4.88 1.87 0.08
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