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Abstract; During the middle Qing Dynasty there were potential challenges to arranged marriage and traditional marriage ethos and norms

in Local Communities. Governments worked hard to preserve existing marriage order and stubbornly maintained parents’ ., power of de-

ciding marriage. Activities of choosing ones match on ones own will had been efficiently checked. The legitimization of engagement by

contract was fully confirmed by governments,but to break up engagement was subject to many limitations, in fact it was the poor mar-

riage which received protection.
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