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A Study on the Change of Geographical Marriage Circle in Rural China and Its Causes

WANG Lei
(Institute of Population and Labor Economics, CASS, 10086)

Abstracts: Using the data from 2010 Survey on Seven Provinces' Family Structure and
Intergenerational Relation, this paper analyzes the change of rural geographical marriage circle from
1979-2010. The findings are as follows. First, rural geographical marriage circle is expanding. Second, rural
males' marriage circle is shorter than females' in general while both rural males' and females' marriage circle
are expanding. Third, the experiences of labor migration and high education have positive relation with the
expansion of rural geographical marriage circle. Macro socioeconomic institution change including
marriage institution change caused the transition of the field, relation and capital for marriage behavior,
which in turn lead to the change of rural geographical marriage circle at last.

Key words: rural geographical marriage circle, sex, labor migration, high education



