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Climate Regime Building in a Changing World and China’ s Role in Global

Climate Governance

PAN Jia-hua'®>  WANG Mou'"’
(1. Institute for Urban and Environmental Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China;

2. Research Centre for Sustainable development, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract In 2012, the eighteenth session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 18) of the United Nation Framework Convention on
Climate Change ( hereinafter referred to as the Convention) in Doha concluded a package of results which included the second
commitment period of the ‘Kyoto Protocol’, ending the Bali Roadmap negotiating mandate ( hereinafter referred to as the Bali
mandate) after five years, and officially opening the intensive negotiations of Durban Platform. Compared to the * dual-track’
negotiation under Bali mandate, Durban Platform mandate is on ‘ one-track’. But it does not mean that some Parties’ concerns and
positions about * dual-track’ have been adjusted. They are seeking a way to realize their needs in Durban Platform. Therefore, *one-
track’ negotiation in Durban Platform does not simplify problems, but pose problems intensively. At the beginning of Durban Platform
mandate, whether to mandate the Durban Platform negotiations was controversial among developing countries, while after consultations,
AOSIS and the emerging developing economies divided on main concerns, such as reduction targets, legal forms, sources of finance
mechanism ete. In fact AOSIS’ s position gradually converged with the EU. And EU and AOSIS become the most aggressive powers to
promote the Durban Platform negotiations. The traditional north-south divergence is facing adjustment, and new powers are restructuring
negotiations. The huge disparate of interest among Parties hinders progress in the Durban Platform negotiations. Parties will continue to
debate and seek consensus on the interpretation of the principle of ‘common but differentiated responsibilities’ , emission reduction
models and targets, sources of finance mechanism, the legal form of the future agreement, etc. With the social and economic
development, China is receiving a growing attention in the international climate governance processes. China’s status as a developing
country is being questioned by some developed and developing countries. Rapid growth of China’s foreign investment and aid attracts
worldwide attention, which stimulates the voices and expectations for China to shift its role as a developing country to shoulder more
international obligations. However, China should be clearly aware of the fact that China’ s power of discourse is still very limited and
far from being a leader in the world in various fields, including the international climate governance processes. China’s participation in
global climate governance, no matter its role being passively changed by others or a voluntary shift, still needs to keep a low profile,
strengthen its economy, balance rights and obligations, and commit according to capabilities.

Key words climate change; global governance; divergence on position; new circumstances; self-identity



