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Exploring the Concept of Low Carbon Tourism and Implementation Approaches

WANG Mou' *
(1. Institute for Urban and Environmental Studies CASS Beijing 100732 China;
2. Research Centre for Sustainable Development CASS Beijing 100732 China)

Abstract Low-carbon tourism is becoming a hot issue along with the further implementation of energy saving projects and climate
change programme in China. However it remains a new concept and has little international experience for China in the definition
contents and approaches of identifying low-carbon tourism Wide range studies need to be deepened. Researches that have been
conducted and distributed obviously providea very positive role to help with the understanding of the concept of low-carbon tourism but
they are not yet perfect and some misunderstandings are generated. Based on the summary of previous definitions and understanding of
low-carbon tourism this paper proposed that low-carbon tourism should be a concept that could simultaneously address development
issue as well as greenhouse gas emission control. Low-earbon tourism is a new development model of tourism with very clear intention of
climate and environment protection. There are several ways with different costs to approach low-earbon tourism other than simply
constraining the consuming activity with energy and resources saving requirements and policy-makers can make their decisions
according to the resource endowment and domestic situation. Implementing low-carbon development at the current stage will face much
more challenges than the traditional development model. However we need to clearly realize that fossil fuel energy intensive
development model should not be the future choice. Low-earbon tourism and low-carbon development are not only contributing to
climate and energy security but also to environment improvement. Low-carbon tourism can fulfill sustainable development requirement
and need to be implemented step by step.

Key words tourism; low-carbon economy; low carbon development; climate change
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