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On the Nature of China’s Urbanization Pattern in the Transitional Economy
LI Guo-qing
( Institute of Urban Development and Environment Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732 China)

Abstract: In the transitional period of economy the urbanization pattern in China has presented new characteristics.
Firstly the development zones have already grown from the “economic growth pole” into the “new urban growth pole”. It
has entered the new stage of leading urban development. Secondly after the 1990s China has met the high wave of new
urban area construction which is much different from the old city transformation. The new area is promoting urban develop—
ment by big leaps. Meanwhile new urban society is in the forming stage. The development zone is essentially one of the
functional organizations in which industrial policies guide population policies and the social class difference is remarkable.
New urban area has been built upon high quality planning which also aims high and the residents are mainly those with high
income and high consumption capabilities. Expounding the nature of urbanization is important for understanding the root of
social problems in cities scientific planning professional management of cities and avoiding social risks.
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