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Future Incan e Expectations and L ife Satisfaction of
China s Rural UrbanM igrantW orkers
——An Empirical Study on the M igrantW orkers n Shanghai and O ther 11 C ities
GAO W en— shu', Russell Smyth’
(L Institute of Population and Labor E conan ics ChineseA cadeny of Social Sciences B ejjing
100732 Ching 2 Faculty o Econanics M onash Unwersity, M elbourne 3800 Australia)
Abstract Chinas rural urtban m igrant woikers have alvays been an mportant engine which
drives Chna¢ fast grow ng econany. A lhough the living and woik ing cond itions of then are poor
why do they still choose to stay n the citie? By usng data of large— scale survey adm inistered
across 12 cities n 2003 and exam nng the detem nants of the life satisfacton of heworkers we
find out that fiure ncane expectation is an mportant detem inant of their life satisfaction This
means that many m igrant w orkers are optin istic about their fiure ncane and even their living
conditions which exerts positve nfluence on their life satisfactbn and happ ness at present This
find ng has mportant mp lications for the econamic growth and the social econam ic stability in
China given that mantaning the social econan © stability is mportant to mantan Chna$ hih
rate of econam ic growth and positive future incan e expectation is has great sign ificance inman-
taining the social econan t stability during tm es of econam ic transition.

Key words Incane Expectaton L ife Satisfactbn Rural Uthan M grantW oikers
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