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Abstract Since 1940s a series of institutional changes took place in China’s rural areas. Among these changes
collectivization lasted the longest. In the process of collectivization the scope of family properties dwindled the
basic productive function of families was replaced by the emergent collective organizations and parents were los—
ing control of their children. Family disintegration was inevitable resulting in the appearance of kernel families. So—
cial transformation in rural areas inaugurated in the middle of 1980s caused the massive shift of labor force from
farmlands to towns thereby triggering another wave of structural changes of Chinese rural families. Those families
who adapted well to the changes survived and prospered.
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