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ABSTRACTS

too vague; some provisions are even questionable in terms of their legality and reasonability.

(8) Deconstruction of the “Problem’ of AIDS in China
Pan Suiming Huang Yingying LiDun * 85 *

Rather than being a simple issue of an epidemic, AIDS presents itself as a social problem
with unique Chinese specificities. As the authors of this paper point out, AIDS as a “problem”
follows other social problems in China, and thus shows an evident tendency of social selection. It
endangers the very mechanism of a harmonious society and the prospect of sustainable
development, as well as individual lives. The theoretical controversies arising in understanding
and interpreting this “problem” not only find their way into related policy- making, but socially
construct the status quo of AIDS in China. The authors suggest that efforts be made in
community construction and the construction of a communal cultural mechanism, in social
organization of floating population, and in adjusting our understanding and orientation of youth
and youth culture, so as to transform the AIDS “problem” from a crisis to an opportunity, and
to advance the construction of a harmonious society at the level of building up government
capacity and promoting the benign operation of society.

(9) The Changing Family Structure in Contemporary China: An Analysis
Wang Yuesheng * 96 ¢

Three tendencies may be found in the changing family structure in contemporary China.
Firstly, some family types remain relatively stable, as represented by the three generation linear
families. This type has been facilitated by looser intrafamily management in urban areas and the
greater percentage of families with an only adult son in rural areas. Secondly, some family types
are on the rise. T he rise of conjugal nuclear families is obvious, a phenomenon which may mainly
be attributed to the two decades of the one-child policy. Linear families only consisting of
grandparents and grandchildren rank the first in terms of growth rate. As a prominent
phenomenon in transitional China, this increase reflects problems in social development. T he
number of one person families is also increasing, mainly due to the tendency of later marriage
among the young and the increased life expectancy and the percentage of surviving spouses among
the elderly population. T hirdly, there are family types that show a downwards trend. The fall in
impaired nuclear families (with only one parent) is obvious. The fall of standard nuclear families
(married couple with their children) is mainly caused by the increase in conjugal nuclear families.
In other words, it is mainly a result of changes to nuclear family itself. These three trends in
China s family structure will remain for some time in the future, accompanied by further changes
in certain family types. The less complicated structure and the shrinking size of contemporary
families lead to changes in family functions and relations among family members, which will in
turn affect the entire society.

(10) Civil Society in China: Concepts, Classification and Institutional Environment
Yu Keping * 109

This article provides a comparison and differentiation of such concepts as civil society, the
third sector, institutional environment, civil society organizations ( CSOs or minjian zuz hi),
nor-government organizations ( NGOs), nonprofit organizations ( NPOs), intermediate
organizations (zhongjiezuzhi), social associations or mass groups (qunzhong tuanti), social
groups ( shehui tuanti) and people s groups (renmin tuanti). The author offers suggestions in
the classification of private organizations (minjian zuzhi) in China from the perspectives of
scholarly research and administrative management. The focus is on analysis of the main
characteristics of the current institutional environment of Chinese civil society. As the author
points out in his analysis, the institutional environment of civil society in contemporary China is



