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stitutional innovation.

(9) Thirty Years of Rural Reform in China: an Analysis from the Perspective of Institutional Ece-
nomics Cai Fang * 99 *

Both in time and in logic, rural reform was the starting point for China s overall economic re-
form. The incrementalism, inherent logical evolution and interest competition of reform in China
all have their origins in rural reform. The thirty years of rural reform can be viewed as a stage in
the adjustment of urbam-rural relations. This study adopts the analytical framework of institu-
tional economics to clearly demonstrate the sound logic of this process of institutional transition,
then provides an international comparative perspective on some fundamental experiences in Cht
na s rural reform and the lessons they offer for developing and transition countries. On the basis
of determining the changing stages of economic development, this paper also sums up the new

challenges faced by rural reform and discusses its prospects.

(10) Learning and Adapting: The Case of Rural Healthcare Financing in China
Wang Shaoguang * 111

Adaptive capacity is essential for any human social system, because human societies are full
of unique circumstances, genuine uncertainty, novel complexity, conflicts of values and inter
ests, and structural instabilities; and, more importantly, the environments under which the sys-
tems exist are always changing, while everyone, including policy makers and policy experts, op-
erates under conditions of “bounded rationality." Learning is the base of adaptive capacity. T his
paper distinguishes four learning models by their location along two dimensions: the promoters of
learning ( policy makers or policy advocates) and the sources of learning ( practical experiences or
controlled experiments). By studying the evolution of healthcare financing in rural China in the
last sixty years, this paper illustrates how policy makers react to newly emerging problems, im
balances, and difficulties by “fine-tuning, " altering policy instruments, or adopting a new goal
hierarchy according to lessons drawn from past and present experiences as well as deliberate pol+
cy experimentations. The study reveals that the resilience of the Chinese system lies in its deep-

seated one size-does-notfit-all pragmatism.

(11) China s Civil Law since Reform and Opening up in 1978
Wang Liming and Yi Jun * 134 °

Since reform and opening up was launched in 1978, China s civil law has made progress in
terms of both values and systems. Specifically, the status of the individual as the subject of pri
vate law has been gradually recognized, the autonomy of private law as the cornerstone of civil
law has been established, private interests and rights have been accepted and genuinely guaran-
teed, and the scientific nature of civil law has developed rapidly. However, current civil law still
has some way to go in developing its formal rationality. U pholding the autonomy and formal de-
velopment of civil law is of great significance for Chinese society. At the same time, it is necessa
ry to preserve a certain degree of openness in civil law to overcome some inherent defects in for

mal rational law.



