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One Decade of the Reform of Social Insurance and Social Protection Policies
for Migrants: Evidence from Four Maijor Cities in China
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Abstract: China started to implement a series of “new policies on rural migrants” or “rural — urban
unified welfare and social protection reform” in early 2000. This paper based on a study in four large
Chinese cities examines the impacts of these new policies on migrants’ participation in a range of so—
cial insurance schemes such as health care old age pension unemployment and work - related in—
jury. The results strongly suggest that after one decade of social policy reform rural migrant workers’
likelihood of participating in social insurance and protection program is still much lower than that of ur-
ban migrants and urban local residents which indicates the legacy of China’ s rural /urban dualistic so—
cial welfare system is still in place. Migrant workers’ participation in these social insurance and protec—
tion schemes is closely related to their employment status especially to formal employment contract.
This study indicates that China has started to integrate its migration policies into its overall economic de—
velopment strategies. With China’ s approaching so - called “Lewis Turning Point” it is inevitable that
labour cost will increase. The increase will not only include higher wages but also should include the
cost in servicing and maintaining the labour force including migrant workers such as the social protec—
tion /insurance programs that are jointly contributed by the state employers and workers.
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Table 1 Proportion of Rural Migrant Workers Participating in Social Insurance Programs %
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Table 2 Distribution of Migrants in the Sample
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Table 3 Description of Variables
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1: F &R 0.196 0.118
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0: REZ AR 0.577 0. 638 M 0. 195 0. 144
N =1300
4 Logistic
Table 4 Togistic Regression Coefficients of Migrant Workers’ Participation in Social Insurance Programs
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FN B ] 0.008 0.011 0.030° 0.029™ 0.040° 0.025 0.016 0.005
FERIL P 0.891 — 1.072™ — 1.327* 0.585**
Ak 4 4E
& F 18417 1.843™  2.062% 1.911%*  2.403™*  2.200% 2.747*%  2.579™*
P 5 5% Bk 1.063™ 11207 0.975™*  0.995**  1.264™* 1.075"" 1.042™*  0.993**
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E 7 1R 1o ARG P 20353 IR
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T h) £ Ak —1.545% Z1.2627 —1.260™ -0.984™  -0.641 -0.829" -2.056"* —1.830""
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-2 Log Likelihood 686.205  1001.314  605.938  947.510  398.924  739.405  578.008  917.855
Chi — square 203. 156 475,537 270.7537 5377627 170.569** 450. 123 389,487 581. 105"
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Table 5 Proportion of Respondents Participating in Social Insurance Programs in Four Cities %

E 7 1R e RERE PRI 2730 IR

HAAA T HEA

o3 33.4 33.6 27.3 30.7

X # 17.6 11.4 7.4 26.0

i 31.1 35.9 18.4 33.5

M 53.7 57.7 32.8 49.8
REIHK

%3 20.0 16.5 12.1 16.8

x# 16.2 8.8 6.3 25.2

i 26.6 32.2 14.2 29.2

M 39.0 47.2 15.7 45.5

o 2008 N

62.7% 40. 7% 42.9%  29.4%

28.8%

o

57.1% 37.8% <31. 8%
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