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“Pivot of Eurasia” or “Graveyard of Empires”?

On the Geopolitical Mechanism of “Great Central Asia” and the

Westward Strategy of China

Du Zheyuan

Abstract:

“Great Central Asia” may play the role of “the pivot of Eurasia”,

Xu Jin
“the black

hole of powers”, “the limitation of empires”, and “the graveyard of empires” in world pol-

itics under different conditions. There is a certain logical relationship among them; “Greater

Central Asia” is a pivot objectively, which may bring about two different results: One is

that a regional power can rise to be a global power by it, but the other is that the pivot may

become a “black hole of powers” and attract many powers to struggle in here; this situa-

tion often makes “Greater Central Asia” working as “the limitation of empires” .

Con-

fronting with the limitation, if a power can adopt a conservative strategy, it may be able to

save its strength to wait for another chance. Conversely, the “the limitation of empires”

will upgrade to “the graveyard of empires” . This is the geopolitical mechanism of “Great

Central Asia” . How the mechanism will play its role is determined by the international situ-

ation, technological conditions, the strength and the way of strategic implementation of the

related powers. The current international situation, technological conditions and the

strength of China allow it to implement an active strategy in this region. However, whether

or not China can utilize its geopolitical value also depends on the way of strategic implemen-

tation. In light of this, the westward strategy of China should be based on the principle of

peace, cooperation, openness and mutual benefits, and this includes two aspects-construc-

ting the Silk Road economic belt and promoting the rise of urban agglomeration in Xinjiang.

Keywords: Great Central Asia; geopolitical mechanism; westward strategy
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