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Analysis of the EU’s Policy toward Southeast Asian

Southeast Asia has a unique geographical position and active regional economy,
which has made it one of the EU's traditionalforeign strategic concerns. The
eastward shift of the world political and economic center once again raises the
strategic importance of Southeast Asia. This paper analyzes the historical
evolution, features, motivations and potential changes of the EU’s foreign policy
through three analysis levels that foreign policy decision makingnormally
concerns, namely strategic security, market and society. In the field of strategic
security, the EU seeks for the strategic balance between the United States,
China and Japan; on the economic level,it desires to share the bonus of the
Asian economic growth and continue to promote the FTA negotiationsamong the
member countries of ASEAN, due to the weak economic recovery in Europe; on
the social level, the EU has promoted many public projects in Southeast Asia.
Overall, the EU insists that economic cooperation bears more significance than
strategic security and civil cooperation in its policy towardsSoutheast Asian
countries. But in the South East Asian policy, the influential factors from all the
three levels are intertwined and interactive. While there is a link among levels,
we detect that the EU can achieve its political and economic interests through
disseminating its social norms.
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