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WANG Yuesheng'
(1. Institute of Population and Labor Economics CASS Beijing 100028 China;
2. Center for Aging and Family Studies CASS Beijing 100028 China)

Abstract: This paper analyses living ways of the deceased elderly parents and its change before the
death. In addition to that of the present living elderly parents based on the investigation data of 5
provinces in 2015. The common point of the two group is that they mainly live on their own when
both parents are alive while the widowed parents mainly live with their married children. Seldom of
the elderly choose line in the institutions. The difference between the two groups is that the number

of the still living elderly parents or widowed parents live in the empty nest tend to increase while
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the elderly parents living with married children is further decreased. The living mode of the urban

elderly parents at the late life course shows similarities compared with the modern western

society the increase of “empty nest” and “disintegration”. At the same time some Chinese
“elements ” are preserved though the care based on living together with the married child is
weakening. Children are still the main helpers for the elderly parents especially for the elderly
widowed parents.
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