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The Family Structure in Rural China Around 1930s
Wang Yuesheng

Abstract: This paper analyses family structure in rural China around 1930s based on the data
of rural social survey. According to the study, the rural family structure had a clear North-South
division at this period. The nuclear family, lineal family and compound family coexisted in North
China. In Southeast and South China, the rural nuclear family and lineal family were the main
types, the proportion of compound family was very small. Family structure in rural areas of
North China has a inheritance relationship with the traditional pattern before modern times. The
practice of multi-generation cohabitation and married brothers living together was maintained un-
der the patriarchal control. After the death of parents, brothers divided and big family disintegra-
ted. The dominant pattern of nuclear family and lineal family in Southeast and South China were
not only influenced by traditional factors, but also related to relatively developed tenant farming
economy. Most landlords lived in cities and towns, and the proportion of large family was rela-
tively low in the rural areas. Through this study., we can establish the cognitive logic of the rural
family structure and its changes before modern times - the Republic of China -modern times.

Keywords: Around 1930s; Family Structure; Rural China
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