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70 Years of Urban Economic Development in China:
Historical Trajectory and Characteristic Facts
Li Tian-jian

Abstraet: After 70 years of exploration and progress, the development of China’s urban economy has gone through a mag-
nificent road. Standing on the important historical node of the 70th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of China,
it has important practical and theoretical value to sum up the successful experiences and lessons of China’s urban economic de-
velopment, and raise China’s experience in urban construction, the Chinese road, and the Chinese story to the theoretical level.
This paper reviews the historical trajectory of China’s urban economic development, and comprehensively sorts out economic ag-
gregates, urbanization, residents” lives, employment, urban agglomerations, infrastructure and public services. The study finds
that China’s urban economic development has the following characteristics: First, the continuous economic system reform has tru-
ly released the potential of urban economic growth. Second, rapid urbanization and human capital growth are necessary condi-
tions for development. Third, the rise of urban agglomeration is the inevitable result of China’s urban economic development.
Fourth, “people—centered” is the basic principle that China’s urban economic development has always been adhered to.

Key Words: China’ s Urban Economy; Historical Trajectory; Characterized Fact
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