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When Employment Pressure Meets Growth Slowdown:

An Analysis on China’ s Urban and Rural Labor Market
Wu Yaowu & Chen Mengmei
( Institute of Population and Labor Economics Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract: China’ s total unemployment population has been increasing in recent years. The number
of the unemployed surpassed 22 million in 2010 and reached a record-high of 30.91 million in
2016. However the severe unemployment does not get deserved attention and both government and
academia still view China’ s labor market as “low unemployment” and “sufficient employment ”.
With labor market data released by National Bureau of Statistics of China this paper compares the
unemployment situation among urban local workers migrant workers in cities and towns and rural
non-agricultural labors and finds that urban local workers and rural non-agricultural labors have the
highest unemployment rates. This paper also explores possible reasons that academia understate
China’ s employment situation.
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