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How will China Maintain Social Mobility in the Phase of

High — Quality Development
Cai Fang
( Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732)

Abstract: China has not only created an economic growth miracle but also created a social stability mira—
cle thanks to the active social mobility in the reform period. As China enters the new stages of demographic
transition and economic development it is a challenging task to maintain social mobility given that social mob—
ility at such stages tend to potentially have a zero — sum game nature. Soundly tackling such a challenge is vi—
tal for China to continue to share the outcome of reform opening and growth among all groups of people and
therefore to help avoid the middle — income trap. Based on the analysis on the relationship between high quali—
ty development and social mobility and aimed to break the tradeoff between efficiency and equity in develop—
ment the paper provides policy suggestions including strengthening government redistribution deepening and
equalizing education and eliminating institutional obstacles deterring social mobility.
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