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“Mao-Ji” Conflict and the Establishment of “En-Hu ” of

Tu Ethnic in Southern Jiangxi Province in Qing Dynasty
XIONG Changkun' XIA Jing’

( 1. Institute of Economics Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100836

2. Department of History Fudan University Shanghai 200433)

Abstract The social unrest in the late Ming and early Qing dynasties caused the Lijia system that
emerged from the grass—roots level in the early Ming Dynasty to parish which resulted in the dismantle of the
previous stabilized living pattern and the enhancing social mobility. A large number of immigrants moved to
the sparsely populated southern Guangxi region for survival. While the economic strength of immigrants is
enhanced they hope to elevate their identification and social position through passing the imperial examination
to gain official rankings. The conflict of interest between the school students and the indigenous people
emerged as a result of such competition for limited admission quota as the indigenous people complained
against the immigrant children’ s “fabricating their birth of origin” ( Mao-Ji) . At the beginning of the Qing
Dynasty the government set up a new household registration system named “benefactor households” ( En-Hu)
in the indigenous people”’ s households in southern Guangxi which is not only a new levy for local collection of
money and grain but also a possible way for immigrants to fabricate their identity from other households.
During Emperor Yongzheng’ s reign there were limited number of benefactor households and the number
surged during Qianlong period becoming a widely accepted household registration system reflecting the
grassroots social mobility. With the drastic changes in social order at the grass—roots level the way the state
deals with grass—roots problems also changes accordingly.

Key words Qing Dynasty; southern Guangxi ‘fabricating birth place”; benefactor household
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