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Returning or Staying: Research on the Influencing Factors

of Living Arrangement after Retirement for Migrant Workers
Kang Rui' Wang Zhen' & Pan Jianping®
(Institute of Economics Chinese Academy of Social Sciences';
School of Economics & Management Southeast University)

Abstract: This study explores what affects the decision-making of living arrangement for retired
migrant workers: returning home places as ‘falling leaves’ or staying where they are by their
economic means. The empirical results show that if we control the variable of retired income the
effect of the traditional concept of ‘falling leaves’ found in the previous literature becomes no longer
significant. Clearly retired income to a large extent determines the living arrangement of retired
migrant workers. Firstly retired migrant workers with higher retired income and better access to
pension are more likely to stay in the cities while those less privileged are more likely to return to
rural homes. Secondly retirees with higher income and pension are more likely to choose elderly
care institutions such as nursing homes and those with lower income might have to survive
themselves or by relatives. Therefore policy-making needs to address the old-age security for
migrant workers and even reemployment for them in order to meet their needs of elderly care in the
new era.

Keywords: retired migrant workers retired income wurban or rural elderly care service for
the aged
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