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A Political Economics Analysis of the Agricultural and Rural
Modernization in New China

GUO Guanqing
([Institute of Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Betjing 100836, China)

Abstract: Based on Marx’s " productive power——production modes——production relations" principle, supported by
economic historical data, and drawing on the tools of modern economics, this paper investigates the agricultural and
rural process of modernization in the 70 years of new china and analyzes the problems of agricultural and rural mod-
ernization in the new era. The results show: As a production mode to support the national industrialization, People’s
Commune has made great achievements in using and developing social productive power to promote agricultural and
rural modernization, especially in supporting the implementation of the national industrialization strategy. As a kind of
institutional arrangement under the condition that the national industrialization strategic goal is basically completed,
the household contract responsibility system did mobilize the enthusiasm of farmers and the increase in the purchase
price of agricultural products and the lifting of agricultural tax burdens laid the foundation for the achievement of this
institutional arrangement. However, the underutilization of social productive power and the destruction of social foun-
dation are the inherent defects of this mode of production. The implementation of rural development strategy in the new
era is an innovation and development for the promotion of agricultural and rural modernization, however, it still faces
the challenges of the poor connection between scattered farmers and modern agriculture, the low total factor productiv-
ity of agriculture and the structural adjustment of agricultural products. According to the above findings, this paper
puts forward some policy suggestions, such as coordinating domestic and foreign resources and deepening structural
reform of agricultural products, promoting the better role of governments and the construction of the rural market sys-
tem, centering on the county economy to encourage and support the development of new cooperative organizations,
and strengthening the party’s unified leadership over rural work and addressing weakness in rural governance.

Key words: agricultural and rural modernization; People’s Commune; household contract responsibility system; ru-

ral vitalization
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